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To the victims and witnesses of crime in Montana: 


‘Although we are all accustomed to reading about crime on the 
front page and seeing it on the nightly news, it is not until it 
affects us personally that we come face to face with its consequences. 
If you or someone in your household have become a victim of crime, you 
may be experiencing fear, anger, or outrage. You may have mounting 
medical bills that you cannot afford. You may be apprehensive about 
what’s going to happen next. 


While Montana’s criminal justice system cannot answer all your 
questions or undo the harm you have suffered, you have a right to be 
treated with respect and understanding, and to know as much as you can 
about the case and the criminal justice process. 


The Montana legislature has passed laws requiring that the 
criminal justice system treat victims and witnesses fairly. This 
brochure describes the criminal justice process and what you can expect 
from the criminal justice system. It also explains how you can obtain 
crime victim's compensation benefits or an order of protection from the 
courts. It describes your obligations as a witness of crime and 
includes the addresses and phone numbers of the people and agencies 
involved in the criminal justice system. 


This booklet is by no means a complete description of everything 
that is likely to happen in your case. It is a brief overview to help 
you become familiar with the terminology and procedures of the criminal 
justice system. In most cases, your contact with the system will be 
primarily through the investigating law enforcement officer or the 
county attorney. The county attorney, who is the State of Montana’s 
prosecuting officer, represents the public as a whole in criminal 
cases. The county attorney cannot represent individuals. Legally, 
crime victims are not parties to criminal cases--only the "state" and 
the defendant are. Nonetheless, you are an important ally in the 
efforts of law enforcement and the courts to bring criminals to 
justice. Keep in touch with your county attorney and do not hesitate 
to ask questions about the case. 


It is important to those of us involved in the criminal justice 
system that the system be more compassionate to those victimized by 
crime. That is a small but important beginning to what we can do to 
help you through a difficult time. 
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Important Addresses and Telephone Numbers 


Police/Sheriff Department 


Officer/Deputy Name(s) 
& Phone Number 


County Attorney’s Office 
_ & Phone Number 


Prosecutor’s Name 
& Phone Number 


Victim Assistance Program 
& Phone Number 


Crime Victim Compensation 
Program 


Depart. of Family Services 
& Phone Number 


Corrections Division 


Board of Pardons 


Attorney General’s Office 


MT Board of Crime Control 
303 North Roberts 

Helena, MT 59620 
444-3653 or 1-800-498-6455 


Linda Moodry 

Victims Information Coordinator 
Montana State Prison 

400 Conley Lake Road 

Deer Lodge, MT 59722 

(406) 846-1320 Ext. 2201 


300 Maryland Avenue 
Deer Lodge, MT 59722 
(406) 846-1404 


Justice Bldg, 215 N. Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620-1401 
(406) 444-2026 
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YOUR RIGHTS 
and 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM THE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 


Since 1985, Montana law has given crime victims certain 
rights concerning notification and input into the criminal justice 
system. Legislation passed in 1995 strengthened those rights. If 
you are a victim of a felony offense or a crime of violence, or if 
you are a relative of either a child victim or a murder victim, you 
are entitled to fair treatment under the law. 


YOUR RIGHT TO INFORMATION 


Victims of major crimes (felonies and other violent crimes 
such as partner or family member assault) are entitled to receive 
certain information about the case and about the offender. To 
make sure you receive proper notification, you are obligated to 
provide the appropriate agency in writing with your name, 
address, and telephone number, or with the name, address, and 
telephone number of the person you have designated to receive 
the information on your behalf. You may not be eligible to 
receive some information unless you provide a written request to 
the proper agency. You also must promptly notify officials of 
any change of name, address or telephone number. Addresses 
and phone numbers of criminal justice agencies are included in 
this brochure for your convenience. 


The following agencies and individuals are required to inform 
victims of major crimes of certain rights and information: 


Local Law Enforcement Agencies: 


> Local victim treatment programs, including medical, housing, 
counseling, and emergency services available in the 
community. 


>» Name, office address and telephone number of a law 
enforcement officer assigned to investigate the case. 
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> Name, office address and telephone number of the prosecuting 
attorney. 


>» Arrest of a suspect. 
Prosecuting Attorney: 


» The crime with which the suspect has been charged. 
> Release of the suspect from jail pending trial. 
>» Date, time, and place of all court proceedings. 


> If the offender is found guilty or pleads guilty, the name, 
address and telephone number of the probation officer who is 
preparing the presentence report. 


> The sentence imposed by the court. 


>» You also have the right to confer with the prosecutor 
regarding disposition of the case, including dismissal of the 
case, release of the defendant pending trial, plea negotiations, 
or any other arrangement that keeps the case from going to 
trial. If the case does not go to trial, you have a right to 
know why not. 


> The prosecutor may provide you with information concerning 
the investigation unless the information needs to be kept 
confidential to protect the investigation or the integrity of 
court proceedings. The prosecutor also may authorize a law 
enforcement officer to provide this information. 


> If the offender is convicted or pleads guilty, the prosecutor 
may disclose the contents of the presentence report to you 
(read about the "Criminal Justice System" to find out more 
about the presentence report). 


Department of Corrections: 


> Estimated date of the offender’s release from confinement in 
the Montana state prison, if it can reasonably be determined. 


>» The offender’s release or escape from confinement, a 
recapture, or the offender’s death in prison. 


> Notice prior to release of the offender on furlough or to a 
work-release program, half-way house, or other community- 
based program or correctional facility. 


Board of Pardons: 


>» Time and place of a parole hearing concerning the offender. 
If a parole hearing is held, you have the right to submit a 
statement to the Board of Pardons, which may be kept 
confidential (see "Your Right To Be Heard," below). 


> A decision of the Board of Pardons granting or denying 
parole. 


> A decision of the Governor to commute the sentence or to 
grant executive clemency. 


Attorney General: 


> Court proceedings on appeal of the case, including date, time, 
and place of any hearing. 


> Decisions of an appellate court. 


YOUR RIGHT TO FAIR TREATMENT 


Upon your request, a law enforcement official or county attorney 
may also: 


> Help you inform your employer that you may have to miss 
work in order to assist in the prosecution of the case. The 
law prohibits an employer from disciplining or discharging a 
victim or a member of the victim’s immediate family for 
participating in criminal proceedings at the prosecutor’s 
request. If you believe you have been unfairly treated by 
your employer because of your involvement in court 
proceedings as a victim of crime, you should contact a private — 
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attorney. The county attorney cannot represent you in 
dealings with your employer. 


> Help you inform creditors that you have suffered serious 
financial strain as a result of being victimized. Again, 
however, if you become involved in a civil suit against a 
creditor, the county attorney cannot represent you in that 
case. 


YOUR RIGHT TO CONFIDENTIALITY 


>» If you request confidentiality, your address, telephone 
number, or place of employment--or those of your family 
members--may not be given to anyone except a criminal 
justice agency, unless necessary to disclose the location of the 
crime scene or for other law enforcement purposes, or unless 
disclosure is ordered by the court for good cause. 


> You do not have to answer in court any question asking for 
your residence address or place of employment, unless the 
court finds it necessary and orders you to answer. 


> If you are the victim of a sex offense (rape, sexual assault, 
incest, or indecent exposure), your identity may not be 
disclosed to the public, unless necessary to disclose the 
location of the crime scene or for other law enforcement 
purposes, or unless disclosure is ordered by the court for 
good cause. : 


YOUR RIGHT TO BE HEARD 


As a victim of crime, you can give a statement at the following 
times: 


>» You may present a statement in writing before the sentencing 
hearing or orally under oath at the sentencing hearing, or 
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both, concerning the effects of the crime on you, the 
circumstances surrounding the crime, the manner in which it 
was perpetrated, and your opinion regarding the appropriate 
sentence. 


> If a request is made to adjust or waive payment of any part of 
any ordered restitution, notice must be given to you of any 
hearing and you will have an opportunity to make any 
statement. 


> Before ordering the offender’s parole, the board of pardons 
must permit you an opportunity to present a statement 
concerning the effects of the crime on you, the circumstances 
surrounding the crime, the manner in which the crime was 
perpetrated, and your opinion regarding whether the prisoner 
should be paroled. The board may keep the statement 
confidential and must consider it along with any other 
information in determining whether the offender should be 
paroled. | 


> If a condition of release requiring payment of restitution is 
violated, the Board of Pardons must notify you of the 
violation prior to any hearing and give you an opportunity to 
be heard. 


YOUR RIGHT TO RECEIVE RESTITUTION 


The law requires that the judge order the defendant to pay 
restitution to the victim as a condition of the sentence, so long as 
the defendant has the ability to contribute something toward 
restitution sometime during the period of the sentence. 
Restitution can cover the cost of your property taken or damaged 
by the offender, medical expenses, loss of income, expenses 
reasonably incurred in obtaining ordinary and necessary services 
that you would have performed had you not been injured by the 
crime, expenses reasonably incurred in attending court 
proceedings related to the crime, and reasonable expenses related 


to funeral and burial or crematory services of a homicide victim. 
Keep track of those expenses; keep receipts, bills and cancelled 
checks as proof of medical expenses and repair or replacement 
costs. 


The judge must take into account the offender’s ability to pay 
before ordering restitution. The judge may order return of any 
property taken from you and, in appropriate circumstances, may 
order sale of the defendant’s assets to help pay restitution. With 
your consent, the judge may also order an offender to perform 
services for you or for someone who has provided services for 
you as a result of the offense. 


In most cases, a payment schedule will be set up and 
supervised by a county restitution officer or probation officer. If 
the offender fails to make payments, there are legal options to try 
to get him or her to pay. While restitution is appropriate in some 
cases, there is no guarantee that you will receive payments in a 
timely manner--or at all. If the judge finds that the offender will 
not have the ability to pay restitution, the judge has the option of 
ordering him or her to perform community service. 


You can also try to recover financial losses through a civil 
suit against the offender, but you must hire your own attorney. 


WHAT THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM EXPECTS 
FROM YOU 


> We rely on your cooperation to prosecute criminals. Please 
appear in court at the scheduled times. You may be given a 
subpoena--a legal document that tells you when to appear in 
court. _ 


> You may be questioned before and during a trial by both the 


prosecutor and the defense attorney. Answer all questions 
truthfully. 


>» Provide all information requested by the county attorney’s 
office and law enforcement authorities. 


> Let the county attorney’s office know your current address 
and phone number, and if you have plans to be out of town 
for any significant period of time. 


>» The criminal justice system often seems to operate slowly. 
We know that victims of crime are anxious to have the case 
resolved and the matter put behind them. Like you, law 
enforcement officials want to get the crime solved and see 
justice served. But you may need to be patient. Putting 
together a criminal case takes time, and it is important that 
accuracy and truth not be sacrificed for swiftness. 





MONTANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 


As a crime victim, you will have numerous contacts with the 
criminal justice system as your case proceeds. This section 
outlines what you can expect during the investigation and criminal 
prosecution of your case. 


Law Enforcement 


A law enforcement officer is likely the first person you will 
have contact with concerning the investigation of the crime. 
After the initial work is done, it may be turned over to an 
investigator. Officers will have to ask for a lot of information 
and may ask you to write a statement. Such information might 
seem embarrassing or upsetting, particularly in cases of child 
sexual abuse, sexual assaults or rapes. The officer may need to 
go over some of this information several times, adding to your 
discomfort. However, without it the offender may not be caught 
or prosecuted. Officers may also need to secure some of your 
belongings as evidence. You may have these items returned at 
the end of the case, however, the process is made easier if you 
ask the officer for a receipt. The investigation may take a lot of 
work and a lot of your time. 


The officer will also help you and direct you to victims’ 
services in your area. Law enforcement officers have received 
special training in this area at the Law Enforcement Academy. 
Ask them for help in contacting shelter homes, a victim’s 
assistance counselor or a victim’s advocate to be with you during 
these stressful times. Rape crisis hot lines are also a good way 
to locate such helpers. 


The officer may be able to arrest a suspect at the scene of the 
crime or that person may be arrested later on a warrant issued by 
a judge. Sometimes no one is arrested and the case is closed. If 
someone is arrested the prosecution phase starts to operate. 
Generally, the suspect is advised of his or her rights, taken to the 


local jail and booked. At this point, the case is evaluated by the 
prosecutor, known in Montana as the "county attorney." 


Prosecution 


The prosecutor is the county attorney or a deputy county 
attorney who is a member of the county attorney’s staff. The 
prosecutor represents the public as a whole and not you 
individually as a victim, although you play an important role as 
a witness. The prosecutor reviews the evidence to make sure 
there is enough to obtain a conviction. A defendant (the accused) 
is presumed innocent until proved guilty. In case of a reasonable 
doubt as to guilt, the defendant must be found not guilty. 
Therefore, the prosecutor must be satisfied that there is enough 
evidence to convince a jury of the defendant’s guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt. If the prosecutor decides to go forward with 
the case, charges are filed against the defendant. Several court 
appearances may be scheduled. 


> The Initial Appearance -- The defendant appears in justice’s 
court where the judge reads the charge(s), informs the defendant 
of the maximum sentence possible, the right to legal counsel and 
sets bail. 


Offenders under the age of 18 are generally handled by the Youth 
Court and juvenile probation. In cases involving serious crimes, 
the juvenile could be prosecuted in District Court and would be 
subject to greater penalties if convicted. 


> Bail -- A sum of money or security the defendant must leave 
with the court as an assurance that, if released, he or she will 
appear at future court proceedings. Under Montana law, nearly 
all suspects are entitled to bail because they are considered 
innocent until proven guilty. As a condition for bail, the judge 
may require that the defendant avoid all contact with you. Ask 
about an Order of Protection or a Temporary Restraining Order 
(TRO), to assure that the defendant does not have any contact 
with you. . 
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> Preliminary Examination -- A hearing at which a judge 
determines whether sufficient evidence exists to believe the 
defendant may have committed a crime. You may be asked to 
testify at this hearing. It is not uncommon for the defendant to 
waive this hearing, and the case then moves to District Court. A 
preliminary hearing is not necessary if the prosecutor files 
charges directly in district court. When evidence is presented at 
a preliminary hearing, the judge can exclude all other witnesses 
while the defendant or any witness is testifying. 


>» Arraignment -- The defendant must plead guilty or not guilty 
to the charges. If the defendant pleads not guilty, a trial date is 
set. If the defendant pleads guilty, the right to trial is waived and 
sentence will be imposed at a later date. The prosecutor and 
defense attorney may recommend a plea agreement. You have 
the right to confer with the prosecutor before any plea agreement 
is finalized. 


Between arraignment and trial, the prosecutors and the 
defense attorneys will be involved in various hearings and pre- 
trial motions. Each side must disclose to the other what evidence 
and witnesses it intends to present at the trial. The prosecutor’s 
office or the defense may ask you to provide statements during 
this time. All statements given by a witness (including statements 
by the victim) must be disclosed by the prosecutor to the defense. 


Trials are typically held before juries of 12 people. At the 
option of the prosecutor and the defendant, the trial may be held 
before a judge without a jury. During the trial you may again 
have to testify in court and recall all the circumstances 
surrounding the crime. This is your chance to tell your story to 
the jury about what happened. Please see the list of tips listed 
later in this section if you are called as a witness in a criminal 
trial. 


> Sentencing -- If the defendant is found guilty, the judge will 


impose a sentence at a later date. The judge generally will ask 
for a pre-sentence investigation report prepared by the probation 
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and parole officers. The purpose of a presentence report is to 
inform the judge of the defendant’s criminal record and social 
history, the defendant’s characteristics, circumstances, needs, and 
potential for rehabilitation. It also describes the circumstances of 
the offense and how the offense has harmed the victim, the 
victim’s immediate family, and the community. The presentence 
report will also detail the amount of monetary loss sustained by 
the victim as a result of the offense. The presentence report is 
prepared by a probation or parole officer for the use of the court. 
It is required by law to be kept confidential, but the prosecutor 
may disclose the contents to a victim of the offense. You may be 
contacted by the probation officer who is preparing the report. 
This is your opportunity to tell the judge how you have been 
affected by the crime and what your out-of-pocket expenses have 
been. The judge will read the presentence report and will 
consider it when deciding what sentence to impose. 


The sentence is strictly at the judge’s discretion within the 
range of penalties provided by law. You may or may not agree 
with what is imposed. In some cases the judge might order the 
offender to pay restitution to the victim. (See restitution section.) 
Restitution can cover the cost of property, medical costs, etc. Be 
sure to keep track of these expenses with receipts, bills and 
cancelled checks. Ask the county attorney about restitution and 
if it would be appropriate in your case. 


Once convicted, the offender has the opportunity to appeal to 
the Montana Supreme Court. The appeal process typically does 
not involve you as a victim or witness unless the case must be re- 
tried. This whole process can take anywhere from 30 days to a 
year or more. 


Sooner or later almost all persons convicted of a crime and 
sent to prison are released. Contact the Montana Department of 
Corrections in writing if you wish to be notified of the offender’s 
release or any escape from custody. 
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Remember there are many options for handling your case. A 


lot depends on whether the offense is a felony (serious) or 
misdemeanor (less serious) and whether the offender is an adult 
or a juvenile. The process described above is typical of a felony 
crime which goes through the entire court process. 


It’s important that throughout this process, you: 


Keep in contact with the county attorney’s office and ask 
questions. You have certain rights as a victim. 


Use the victim assistance or victim advocate help that is 
available in your area. 


You may have to re-visit the uncomfortable, disquieting facts 
of your victimization several times. Even if you file for 
victim’s compensation, you may be asked again to write out 
what happened. 


Your cooperation is needed throughout the process to assure 
conviction of an offender and to try to prevent others from 
becoming victims. 


Tips For Testifying in Court 


If you must give evidence in court or in hearings, discuss with 
the prosecutor -- before your court appearance -- what you can 
expect. Listed below are a few pointers: 


> 


Answer all questions truthfully. Don’t exaggerate or shade 
your testimony. Just tell the facts. 


Listen carefully to the questions. If you don’t understand a 
question, ask for an explanation. 


Answer only the question asked. Don’t try to say everything 
at once or give information not asked. 


Don’t guess. Give definite answers to the best of your 
knowledge. 


Be prepared, but don’t memorize what you have to say. 
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> If an attorney objects to a question, don’t answer it until the 
judge tells you to do so. 


> Becalm. Don’t lose your cool. 
> Speak clearly and loud enough for the jury to hear. 


> If you have given a written statement, or a taped interview 
that has been transcribed, ask the prosecutor for a copy before 
trial so you can refresh your recollections. 


Some professionals believe that the courtroom proceeding and 
the testimony a victim gives is actually healthy and is useful in 
helping you "get back to normal". This can be particularly true 
for child victims. Contact a victim’s assistance program or 
mental health center for further information. 


ORDER OF PROTECTION 


What is an Order of Protection? 


An order of protection is an order of court, signed by a judge, 
for protection of a victim, or a named family member, or other 
victim of the offense, or a witness to the offense. The order may 
require the removal of the abuser from your residence; require 
the transfer of possession of certain property to you (or it may 
prohibit the abuser from concealing or disposing of any 
properties); prohibit any threats, harassment, communication or 
contact whatsoever with you or family members; require the 
abuser to seek counseling or treatment; or order any other relief 
considered necessary to provide for the safety and welfare of 
~ yourself or other designated family members. 


Victims Eligible To File A Petition 
You are eligible to file a petition for an order of protection if: 
> You are in reasonable fear of bodily injury by a partner or 


family member, or if you are a victim of an assault, 
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aggravated assault, intimidation, partner or family member 
assault, criminal endangerment, negligent endangerment, 
unlawful restraint, kidnapping, aggravated kidnapping, or 
arson. 


>» You are a victim of stalking, incest, sexual assault, or sexual 
intercourse without consent, regardless of your relationship to 
the offender. 


You may seek an order of protection even if there are no 
criminal charges filed and even if you did not report the abuse to 
law enforcement. The length of time between the abusive 
incident and your application is irrelevant so long as you meet the 
requirements for obtaining an order (see below). 


If you are under the age of 18, the petition may be filed on 
your behalf against the abuser by your parent, guardian ad litem, 
or other representative. 


Procedure to Obtain An Order of Protection 


You can seek a temporary order of protection by filing a sworn 
petition in a district, justice’s, municipal or city court. 


> If a divorce or custody action is pending in district court, the 
petition must be filed with that court only, unless the district 
judge is unavailable or you left the county where the abuse 
occurred to avoid further abuse. 


> The petition must state that you are in reasonable fear of 
bodily injury or a victim of one of the offenses listed above, 
have a relationship to the offender (if required) and you are 
in danger of harm if the court does not issue a temporary 
order of protection immediately. 


» If the court agrees with the petition, it will issue a temporary 
order of protection granting the appropriate relief. 
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A hearing must be conducted within 20 days from the date the 
court issues a temporary order of protection. At that hearing, 
the court will determine whether good cause exists for the 
temporary order to be continued, amended, or made 
permanent. 


The offender may request an emergency hearing before the 
end of the 20-day period by filing an affidavit demonstrating 
an urgent need for the emergency hearing. The hearing must 
be set within 3 working days of filing the affidavit. 


An order of protection applies only to an offender and cannot 
be made mutually effective. An offender must file a separate 
petition requesting an order of protection. 


The petition may be filed either in the county where you 
currently or temporarily live or where the offender resides or 
where the abuse occurred. There is no minimum residency 
requirement. An order of protection may be granted even if 
you have left the residence or household to avoid abuse. The 
order is effective throughout the state of Montana and courts 
and law enforcement officials must enforce all orders of 
protection issued within the state. 


Will an order of protection issued in another state be enforced? 


> 


If properly filed, the order will be enforced in the same 
manner as an order of protection issued in Montana. You 
must file a certified copy of the order, along with proof that 
a copy was served upon the offender, in a Montana court with 
jurisdiction over orders of protection in the county where you 
reside. 


Are peace officers informed of the existence of an order of 
protection? 


> 


The courts must send a copy of any order or any extension, 
modification or termination, with proof of service, to the 
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appropriate law enforcement agencies designated in the order. 
The agency must ensure that peace officers are aware of the 
existence and terms of such order. 


What happens when the offender is under the age of 18? 


> When required, a guardian must be appointed for an offender 
who is under the age of 18. An order of protection is effective 
against an offender regardless of age. 


Can an order of protection be appealed? 


>» An order issued by a justice’s, municipal, or city court is 
immediately reviewable by the district court judge upon the 
filing of a notice of appeal. The district judge may affirm, 
dissolve, or modify such order. An order issued by a justice, 
municipal or city court may be removed to district court upon 
filing a notice of removal. 
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CRIME VICTIM COMPENSATION 


The Victim Compensation Program, administered by the 
Montana Board of Crime Control, provides compensation to 
innocent victims for injuries suffered as a direct result of the 
criminal acts of other persons. The Board also administers the 
Victims of Crime Act funds and the STOP Violence Against 
Women Act recently enacted by Congress. 


While no amount of compensation can erase the physical and 
emotional trauma experienced by crime _ victims, the 
Compensation Program strives to alleviate the financial burdens 
victims suffer. 


A variety of crime related expenses are compensable under 
the Montana Crime Victim Compensation Act including: 


Medical 

Lost wages 

Mental Health Counseling for victims and homicide survivors 
Loss of support for dependents of deceased victims 

Funeral and burial expenses 


A EN, Bas, Ge. 


You may contact the Compensation Program at the following 
address if you would like additional information or need program 
brochures or applications: 


Montana Board of Crime Control 
Crime Victim Compensation Program 
303 North Roberts 
Helena, MT 59620 
(406) 444-3653 or 1-800-498-6455 
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


To receive compensation for crime related injuries or death an 
applicant must meet the following criteria: 


1. The applicant must be a victim or survivor of a victim who 
has suffered personal injury or death as a result of: 


> Criminally injurious conduct of others; 

>» The good faith effort to prevent criminally injurious 
conduct; or : 

>» The good faith effort to apprehend a person reasonably 
suspected of engaging in criminally injurious conduct. 


Covered crimes include the following: 


Homicide 

Assault 

Partner or family member assault 
Sexual assault 

Child physical and sexual abuse 
Victims of DUI drivers — 
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2. The victim (or claimant) must report the crime to law 
enforcement within 72 hours after the crime. In cases 
involving a sexual offense against a minor, a report must be 
made to law enforcement or the state agency responsible for 
the provision of child welfare services within 72 hours of the — 
time an adult is informed of the offense against the minor. If 
the crime was not reported within the required 72 hour time 
limit, the claimant must submit, in writing, the reason for the 
delay. The division may find there is good cause for the 
failure to report within the time limit and waive the 
requirement. 


Information required for law enforcement includes providing 
a true and accurate report of the incident, including: 
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the nature of the crime; 

> the location of the crime; 

> the name, description and whereabouts of a suspect, if 
known; and 

> the names of witnesses. 


The requirement is not met if the victim only provides his/her 
name and the fact that a crime was committed. 


3. The victim must cooperate with the reasonable requests of law 
enforcement and prosecuting attorneys in the investigation or 
prosecution of the crime. 


Reasonable cooperation includes, but is not limited to the 
following: 


> Providing law enforcement with a true and accurate 
report of the crime; 

> Participating in the investigation of the crime to assist in 
identification of the suspect(s) as requested; 

>» Participating in deposition and trial testimony as 
requested. 


Reasonable cooperation is determined on a case by case basis 
taking into consideration the victim’s age, physical condition and 
psychological state, and any compelling health or safety reasons 
that would jeopardize the well being of the victim. 


4. An application for compensation must be filed within one year 
of the date of the crime. Compensation involving sexual 
offenses against minors must be filed within one year after the 
date the offense was reported to a law enforcement agency or 
a child welfare agency, or within one year after the day the 
victim reaches 18 years of age, whichever occurs last. The 
time for filing a claim may be extended by the division for 
good cause. 
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5. The crime for which benefits are sought must have been 
committed within the state boundaries. The claimant/victim 
does not need to be a resident of the state of Montana to be 
eligible to receive benefits. Montana residents injured or 
killed in a state not allowing for non-resident benefits may be 
eligible for compensation under the Montana Compensation 
program. 


The Compensation Program will provide benefits to Montana 
residents who were injured in states which do not have a 
compensation program. Currently, all 50 states have 
compensation programs. However, the state of Nevada will not 
provide benefits to non-residents. 


SECONDARY VICTIMS 


For purposes of the Compensation program, a secondary 
victim is defined as a family member of a homicide victim or a 
child victim of a sexual crime. Mental health benefits are 
available to the parent, spouse, brother or sister as secondary 
victims if the primary victim has been awarded benefits. No 
charges need to be made against the offender in order for benefits 
to be awarded to a secondary victim. Counseling benefits for 
secondary victims may not exceed $2,000 per family member. 


CLAIM DENIALS 


Claims will be denied if the application does not meet the 
above eligibility criteria. Additionally, the claim may be denied 
under the following circumstance: 


> Benefits will not be awarded to a claimant who is the offender 
or an accomplice of the offender or any claimant if the award 
would unjustly benefit the offender or accomplice. 


> Compensation otherwise payable to a claimant shall be 


reduced or denied to the extent the compensation benefits 
payable are or can be recouped from collateral sources. 
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> 


Persons serving a sentence of imprisonment or residing in any 
other public institution which provides for the maintenance of 
such person are not entitled to compensation benefits. 


Compensation may be reduced or denied if the victim 
contributed to the infliction of death or injury with respect to 
which the claim is made. 


COMPENSATION BENEFITS 


The Compensation Program can provide benefits to eligible 


victims for the following crime related expenses: 


> 


Medical care, including dental, prosthetic devices, eye wear 
or chiropractic services related to injuries of the crime. 


Crime related mental health counseling. A mental health 
therapist must be one of the following to receive payment 
from the crime victims fund: 


medical doctor; 

licensed clinical psychologist; 

licensed social worker; 

licensed professional counselor; 

mental health center for services of any of the 
therapists listed in this section. 


7°93 HO oe. 


Payment for mental health counseling is limited to 12 


consecutive months or $2,000, whichever is reached first. 
Extensions requested by the claimant to the compensation 
program may be granted after review of the entire course of 
treatment. 


> 


Wages lost by the victim due to crime related injuries. No 
wage loss benefits can be paid for the first week after the 
crime occurred. However, if loss of wages continues for one 
week, weekly compensation payments shall be paid 


retroactively from the date the wage loss began. 


23 


> Loss of support for dependents of deceased victims. Weekly 
compensation benefits may be paid to the survivors of 
homicide victims amounting to 66 2/3 % of the wages received 
at the time of the crime. This is subject to a maximum of 
one-half of the state’s average weekly wage. 


> Funeral and burial costs for homicide victims are allowable by 
the fund up to $3,500. For homicides committed prior to 
October 1, 1995, funeral and burial costs are allowed up to 
$2,000. 


MAXIMUM BENEFITS ALLOWED 


Compensation benefits to a victim, or dependants of a victim 
in.cases of the victim’s death because of injuries suffered due to 
criminally injurious conduct, may not exceed $25,000 in the 
aggregate. 


BENEFIT REDUCTIONS 


The Compensation. Program is the payor of last resort. 
Compensation benefits are intended to supplement and not replace 
other programs or benefits that the victim may be eligible to 
receive. 


Compensation benefits will be reduced by the following: 
>» Payment received from or on behalf of the person who 
committed the crime (restitution, or other liable third 
parties); : ‘ 
>» Payment received from an insurance program (health or 
auto insurance, workers’ compensation, or unemployment 


benefits); and 


>» Payment from other public funds (Medicaid, Medicare, 
General Assistance, etc.) 


24 


RESTITUTION 


Compensation benefits will be reduced by the amount of 
restitution received by the victim at the time a claim is processed 
for payment. If the offender is ordered to pay restitution but has 
not yet made payment, the compensation program will pay 
benefits on behalf of the victim prior to receipt of any restitution 
paid by the offender. 


If restitution is ordered to the victim, but not received by the 
victim, the compensation program will notify the county/city 
attorney and the district or city court clerk to direct restitution to 
the program. 


CIVIL SETTLEMENTS 


It is very important that a claimant filing for victim 
compensation benefits advise the program of any pending civil 
suit against the offender. If a civil suit is pending at the time the 
claim is processed for payment, the victim and his or her attorney 
are advised that the program has a subrogation interest in the 
pending civil settlement. The Crime Victim Compensation 
program is entitled to full subrogation against a judgment or 
recovery received by the claimant against the offender or a 
collateral source. If the claimant institutes the action, the division 
shall pay a proportional share of costs and attorneys’ fees if it - 
recovers under its subrogation interest. 


INSURANCE 


All crime related bills must be submitted to the victim’s 
insurance carrier for payment determination prior to submission 
to the compensation program. After insurance benefits have been 
paid or denied, compensation benefits can then be determined. 
Compensation benefits can be paid for the victim’s out-of-pocket 
expenses, including any required deductible or co-payment. 
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PUBLIC FUNDS 


Medicaid is also a primary payor to the Crime Victim 
Compensation program. If the victim is on Medicaid at the time 
of the crime, Medicaid is the primary payor for medical 
expenses. 


APPLICATION PROCESS 


To receive compensation benefits the victim, the survivor of 
a homicide victim, or the parent or guardian of a victim who is 
a minor must file an Application for Crime Victim 
Compensation. 


An application must be filed in writing on the prescribed 
form. These forms may be obtained from any law enforcement 
agency, hospitals, victim assistance programs, or by writing the 
Crime Victim Compensation program at 303 North Roberts, 
Helena, MT 59620. Application forms may be requested by 
telephone by calling re 444-3653 or 1-800-498-6455 outside 
of Helena. 


All applicants must complete an Authorization to Release 
Information and Repayment/Subrogation Agreement before 
benefits can be issued. 


VERIFICATION PROCESS 


On the day an application is received the Crime Victim 
program will begin to process your claim. Information contained 
on the application must be verified through law enforcement and 
other agencies before a decision on the claim can be made. 


The staff must first review the law enforcement verification 


form and investigative report to determine if the claim meets the 
eligibility criteria imposed by state law. 
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Additional information may be requested of the applicant. It 
is extremely important to obtain the requested information and 
submit it to our office as soon as possible. Any information not 
received by our office only delays a decision and may compel the 
staff to put your claim on hold or deny the claim until the 
required information is submitted. 


DENIAL PROCESS 


If the investigator determines the compensation claim does not 
meet the eligibility criteria, the victim will be notified of the 
denial of benefits and the statutory basis for the denial. Notice 
of the denial decision is also sent to the law enforcement agency 
handling the case, the city/county attorney, victim’s attorney (if 
applicable) and the medical providers. 


APPROVAL PROCESS 


If the claim does meet the eligibility requirements the victim 
will be notified that benefits have been awarded. Notice of the 
award decision is sent to the claimant, the law enforcement 
agency handling the case, the city or county attorney handling the 
case, and medical providers listed on the claim form. 


SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS 


Submission of supplemental bills are subject to a 5-year time 
limit. Payment cannot be made for medical expenses for 
treatment obtained more than 5 years after the last date of 
treatment. On-going crime related expenses will be verified in 
the same manner as the original expenses and paid as they are 
received. 


APPEALS PROCESS - REQUEST FOR HEARING 
The claimant has the right to request an informal hearing 


within 30 days of a written determination regarding 
compensability of a claim. The claimant’s request must be in 
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writing to the Crime Victim Program stating the action the 
claimant wishes the division to take and the reason the division 
should take such action. The Hearing Examiner will notify the 
victim of the date, time and place scheduled for the hearing. The 
victim will have an opportunity to provide relevant testimony 
concerning the claim at the time of the hearing. The hearing may 
be conducted by telephone. The hearings examiner will issue a 
proposed order to the Executive Director of the Board of Crime 
Control for a final order. 


COMMON QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Can the victim receive compensation if the offender has been 
ordered to pay restitution? 


> Yes, the victim can apply for compensation if restitution has 
been ordered. If restitution has been ordered on an approved 
claim, benefits can still be paid on behalf of the victim prior 
to any receipt of restitution. The program will advise the 
county attorney that the victim has been awarded 
compensation benefits and any expenses not paid by a 
collateral source such as insurance will be paid by the fund. 
If the victim has additional expenses not covered by the 
Compensation Program, such as property damage (not 
covered under Compensation Program), the victim would 
continue to receive restitution until fully reimbursed. Any 
restitution payments received by the victim for the same 
expenses submitted to the Compensation Program will be 
deducted from the total compensation payment. 


If the victim received compensation can the victim sue the 
offender for the injuries sustained in the crime? 


> Yes, the victim may still sue the offender or other liable third 


party for the damages caused by the crime. The 
Compensation Program is entitled to full subrogation if the 
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civil settlement includes payment for the same expenses paid 
by the Compensation Program. 


Can the compensation program pay for attorney fees if the 
victim sues the offender? 


> If the claimant institutes a civil suit against the offender, the 
division shall pay a proportional share of costs and attorneys’ 
fees if it recovers under its subrogation interest. 


Can the secondary victim receive benefits if the primary victim 
has not qualified for benefits? 


> No, in order for a secondary victim to receive compensation 
benefits, the primary victim must meet the eligibility 
requirements of the program. 


What compensation benefits are available for secondary victims? 


>» The parents, brothers, sisters, and children of primary victims 
can receive mental health counseling benefits if the primary 
victim is either a victim of a homicide or a child victim of a 
sexual crime. 


Does the compensation program pay for stolen or damaged 
property? 


> No, the Compensation Program can not pay for property loss, 
except for medically necessary items, such as eyeglasses, 
hearing aids, or prosthetic devices. 


What if the victim needs additional medical care or counseling 
after compensation has been approved? 


>» The victim may submit additional crime related bills to the 
program until the maximum benefit has been paid. If on- 
going treatment is needed after the claim has been approved, 
you should submit all bills to your insurance carrier prior to 
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submission to the crime victim program. When you have 
received the Explanation of Benefits Sheet from your 
insurance carrier, a copy must be submitted to the 
compensation program for consideration of payment. 


Should the victim send in copies of medical bills along with the 
application form? 


> Yes, send copies of the bills with the application form. Also 
submit a copy of the Explanation of Benefits from the 
insurance company as soon as you receive it. If on-going 
treatment is needed for injuries of the crime, all bills should 
be submitted immediately to the insurance company, then 
forwarded to the compensation program along with the 
Explanation of Benefits sheet. 


Can the compensation program pay for pain and suffering? 


> No, the Compensation Program can not pay for pain and 
suffering. If you are seeking payment for pain and suffering 
you should contact a private attorney to initiate a civil action. 


Should the victim wait to file an application for compensation 
until after the offender has been arrested or convicted? 


> No, the victim should apply for compensation as soon as 
possible after the crime. Compensation is not based upon the 
arrest or conviction of the offender. 


Can a victim of domestic violence receive compensation if he/she 
still lives with the offender? 


>» Yes, domestic violence victims who live with the offender are 
still eligible to receive compensation, if the other eligibility 
requirements are met, such as filing a report with law 
enforcement within 72 hours of the crime. 
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Can dependents of homicide victims receive loss of support 
benefits for children not living with them? 


> 


Yes, loss of support can be awarded for dependents of 
homicide victims who did not live with the victim if the 
victim was contributing to the care or support of the 
dependent. The Compensation Program will ask for 
verification of the support, such as child support receipts, 
income tax verification of the dependency or child care 
expenses. 


How long will it take to receive a decision on compensation 
benefits? 


It takes about six weeks for a victim to receive compensation 
once an application has been received. Some applications 
may take longer if the program is waiting for on-going law 
enforcement information or insurance determinations. 


If the victim was intoxicated at the time of the crime can the 
victim still receive compensation? 


> 


Intoxicated victims are not automatically disqualified from 
receiving compensation. Intoxication may be taken into 
consideration to determine if there was a causal connection 
between the intoxication and the resulting victimization. 


What is contribution? 


> 


Contribution is conduct on the part of the victim which may 
have caused or contributed to the victim’s injuries or death 
and such injuries were reasonably foreseeable at the time of 
his/her contributing actions. When reviewing information 
regarding contribution the program considers whether charges 
are filed against the victim or the suspect, comparable or 
reasonable force, age of the victim, extent of the injuries 
suffered, and issues of mutual combat. 
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If the victim does not wish to press criminal charges can they 
still receive compensation? 


>» Yes, victims who choose not to press criminal charges can 
still be eligible to receive compensation if it is deemed that 
they reported the crime to law enforcement and continued to 
cooperate with the reasonable requests of law enforcement and 
the county attorney. However, if the victim does not press 
charges and refuses to testify against the defendant, the action 
of the victim might be considered non-cooperation with law 
enforcement and prosecution. 


Where can more information be obtained about the 
Compensation Program or other services for crime victims? 


>» If you want more information about the Compensation 
Program or local services for victims, please contact your 
local law enforcement, county attorney, or victim assistance 
program for assistance. If you would like a brochure that 
explains the compensation program, or a Crime Victim 
Handbook, call 444-3653, or outside Helena at 1-800-498- 
6455. 
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VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 


Montana has a wide variety of services available to victims of 
crime across the state. Many of the programs are funded by 
Federal and State dollars as well as through fund raising and 
private donations. Services are provided by private non-profit 
organizations and governmental units such as law enforcement 
and prosecution. The majority of the programs provide services 
at no charge to victims. Most organizations have a staff of 
professionals and enlist volunteers to assist in answering crisis 
calls, transporting victims, providing crisis counseling, providing 
criminal justice advocacy and many of the other services offered. 
Although a given program may place an emphasis on certain 
types of services, most have a wide base of knowledge or can 
assist in making proper referrals to other resources. Following 
is a description of the most common services offered by most 
victim assistance programs. 


Crisis Counseling refers to individual emotional support, 
empathetic listening and guidance for other-than-crisis reactions 
up to 90 days after the victimization. 


Therapy refers to intensive professional psychological/psychiatric 
treatment for individuals, couples, and family members. This 
includes the evaluation of mental health needs, as well as the 
actual delivery of therapy by a licensed professional therapist. 


Support Group refers to the coordination and provision of group 
treatment activities. This category includes self-help, social 
support, drop-in groups and community crisis intervention in a 
group setting. 


Crisis Hotline typically refers to the operation of a 24-hour 
telephone service, 7 days a week, that provides counseling, 


information and referral to victims and survivors. 


Shelter/Safe House refers to short-term and long-term housing 
and related support services to victims and members of their 
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family following victimization. Shelter may include a domestic 
violence shelter, private residence or a motel for short term 
shelter. 


Information and referral refers to making telephone and in- 
person contacts with the victim and identifying services offered 
and support available by the victim assistance program and other 
community agencies. 


Criminal Justice Support refers to assisting crime victims in 
participating in criminal justice proceedings, including 
transportation to court, child care and escort service. 


Emergency Financial Assistance refers to locating emergency 
loans and petty cash; assistance in filing for losses covered by 
public and private insurance programs, worker’s compensation, 
unemployment benefits, welfare and Medicare/Medicaid; payment 
for taxis, food, emergency shelter and clothing. 


Emergency Legal Advocacy refers to filing Temporary 
Restraining Orders, injunctions and other protective orders, elder 
abuse petitions, and child abuse petitions but does not include 
criminal prosecution, juvenile adjudication or the employment of 
private attorneys for non-emergency purposes. 


Assistance in Filing Compensation Claims, including making 
victims aware of the availability of crime victim compensation, 
assisting the victim in completing the required forms and in 
gathering the needed documentation, and making follow-up 
contact with the Crime Victims Compensation Unit on behalf of 
the victim. 


Personal Advocacy refers to assisting victims in securing rights 
and services from other agencies, intervening with employers, 
creditors, landlords and others on behalf of the victim and 
providing other general information on rights and remedies 
available to the victim. 
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VICTIM ASSISTANCE SERVICES STATEWIDE 
(alphabetical by city) 


The following is a listing of most victim assistance programs in 
Montana. If there is not a program listed for the location you are 
in, you should call your local law enforcement agency to find out 
where there are services offered nearby. See the map at the end > 
of this section to locate services nearest to you. 


Anaconda - Family Enrichment Council 563-7972 - Counseling; 
therapy; shelter placement; crisis hotline; information and 
referral. 


Billings - YWCA Gateway House 259-8100 - Shelter; counseling; 
group treatment; crisis hotline counseling; information and 
referral criminal justice advocacy; personal advocacy;. 
transportation. 


Billings - Yellowstone County Attorney - Victim/Witness 
Assistance 256-2870 - Criminal justice advocacy; counseling; | 
information and referral; personai advocacy; transportation; 
education and training. 


Billings Rape Task Force 259-6506 (collect accepted) - Hotline; 
crisis counseling; public education. 


Billings - Horizon Home (Adolescent female abuse victims) 256- 
6845 


Billings - U.S. Attorney’s Office - Victim/Witness 657-6101 
Criminal justice advocacy, counseling, information/referral, 
personal and legal advocacy, education and training. 


Bozeman - Bozeman Area Battered Women’s Network 
586-4111 or 1-800-834-8296 - Shelter; group treatment; crisis 
hotline counseling; information and referral; criminal justice 
advocacy; emergency financial assistance; emergency legal 
advocacy; personal advocacy. 
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Bozeman - Gallatin County Attorney - Victim/Witness 
Coordinator 582-2145 - Crisis counseling; criminal justice 
advocacy; emergency legal advocacy; information and referral; 
follow-up contact; personal advocacy; education and training. 


Browning - Blackfeet Tribe Domestic Abuse Shelter 

Blackfeet Victim Assistance 338-7921 - Shelter; counseling; crisis 
hotline; therapy; referral; emergency legal advocacy; personal 
advocacy; group treatment/support; transportation; follow-up. 


Butte - Safe Space - Christian Community Domestic Violence 
Shelter 782-8511 or 1-800-479-8511 - Shelter; counseling; group 
treatment; crisis hotline; information and referral; criminal justice 

advocacy; personal advocacy; transportation. 


Butte - Silver Bow County Attorney - Victim/Witness Assistance 
723-8262 Ext 276 - Criminal justice advocacy; counseling; 
therapy; group treatment; crisis hotline; information and referral; 
personal advocacy; transportation; public education and training. 


Crow Agency - Crow Tribe Native American Victim Assistance 
638-2405, 638-2554 or 1-800-562-1525 - Counseling; follow-up 
~ contact; crisis hotline counseling; safe house placement; 
information and referral; criminal justice advocacy; personal 
advocacy; transportation. 


Dillon - Women’s Resource Center 683-6101 - Counseling; 
therapy; group treatment/support; placement in safe house/shelter; 
criminal justice advocacy; emergency financial assistance; 
personal advocacy; transportation; follow-up contact. 


Fort Benton - High Line Help (Rape Crisis) 
759-5170 (collect accepted) - Hotline; crisis counseling; public 
education. 


Glendive - Dawson Co. Spouse Abuse Program, 365-6477 - 


Counseling; follow-up contact; group treatment; safe house 
placement; information and referral; emergency financial 
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assistance; personal advocacy; transportation; assistance with 
TRO. 


Great Falls - Victim/Witness Assistance - Great Fall Police Dept. 
727-5881 Ext. 207 - Crisis hotline counseling; information and 
referral; criminal justice advocacy; follow-up contact; assistance 
in filing compensation benefits. 


Great Falls - YWCA Mercy Home (Domestic Violence, Child 
Abuse, Sexual Assault). 453-6511 - Shelter; counseling; group 
treatment; crisis hotline counseling; information and referral; 
criminal justice advocacy; emergency legal advocacy; personal 
advocacy; transportation. 


Great Falls - Cascade Co. Guardian Ad Litem - 453-5235 - 
Child sexual abuse victims. 


Hamilton - Supporters of Abuse Free Environments (S.A.F.E.) 
363-4600 (collect accepted) - Counseling; group 
treatment/support; criminal justice advocacy; referral; emergency 
financial assistance; personal advocacy; transportation; placement 
in safe house. 


Havre - Human Resources Development Council District IV 
(HRDC) Domestic Abuse Project 265-2222 (collect accepted) 
Shelter; counseling; therapy; group treatment; crisis hotline; 
information and referral; criminal justice advocacy; emergency 
financial assistance; emergency legal advocacy; personal 
advocacy; transportation. 


Havre - Montana Communities United (MCU) Sexual Assault 
Treatment 265-1233 - Counseling and therapy for child victims 


of sexual abuse and child abuse. 


Helena - Mental Health Services 442-0640 - Hotline; crisis 
counseling; public education. 
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Helena - Friendship Center - 442-6800 (collect accepted) 
Domestic Violence Program - Shelter; counseling; crisis hotline; 
group treatment/support; information and referral; criminal justice 
advocacy; personal advocacy; transportation. 


Kalispell - Violence Free Crisis Line, 752-7273 (collect accepted) 
- Shelter; crisis counseling; group treatment for domestic violence 
victims, rape survivors and adult survivors of incest; volunteers; 
hotline; criminal justice advocacy; referral; transportation. 


Lewistown - SAVES, Inc. - Spouse Abuse/Sexual Assault 
Services 538-2281 - Counseling; group treatment; crisis hotline; 
information and referral; criminal justice advocacy; safe house 
placement; emergency financial assistance; emergency legal 
advocacy; personal advocacy; transportation; follow-up contact. 


Libby - Lincoln County Community Approach to Domestic 
Violence 293-3223 (collect accepted) - Shelter; crisis counseling; 
criminal justice advocacy; emergency legal advocacy; volunteers; 
support groups; transportation. 


Missoula - Missoula County Commissioners Victim Assistance 
Victim Response Unit 523-4630 


Missoula - Montana C.A.S.A. - Montana Court Appointed 
Special Advocate Program for abused and neglected children. 
Provides criminal justice support/advocacy; emergency legal 
advocacy; personal advocacy; information and referral. 


Missoula Co. Victim Advocate - Emergency legal advocacy; 
crisis counseling; assistance with TRO’s and victim compensation; 
follow up; information and referral; recruit and train volunteers; 
educate regarding services; serves all victims (74% are domestic 
violence). 


Missoula - Women’s Place - 543-7606 or 1-800-540-7295 


Domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and all other 
victims. Counseling; group treatment; crisis hotline; follow up 
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counseling; information/referral; criminal justice 
support/advocacy. 


Missoula - S.A.R.S. - Sexual Assault Recovery Service: - 
University of Montana. 243-6559 Counseling; group treatment; 
referral to shelter/safe house; information/referral; criminal 
justice advocacy; personal advocacy; follow up contact. 


Missoula - YWCA - Domestic Violence Shelter 543-6691 
Shelter; counseling; therapy; group treatment/support; criminal 
justice advocacy; personal advocacy; transportation; emergency 
financial assistance; crisis hotline. 


Missoula - Friends to Youth - Child Sexual Abuse Treatment 
Therapy; group treatment/support; case consultation. 


Polson - Family Crisis Center -Domestic Violence & Child Abuse 
883-3350 or 1-800-228-1038 - Referral to safe house; toll-free 
crisis line; crisis counseling; group treatment/support; referral; 
personal advocacy; emergency legal advocacy; transportation. 


Sidney - Richland Co. Coalition Against Domestic Violence 482- 
7421 - Counseling; placement in safe house; group treatment; 
information and referral; criminal justice advocacy; personal 
advocacy; transportation. 


Superior - Mineral Co. Help Line (Rape Crisis and Domestic 
Violence) 822-4202 or 1-800-338-3495 - Hotline; crisis 
counseling; public education. 


Thompson Falls - Family Violence Intervention Project - 827- 
3745. 


Wolf Point - Child Protection and Victim Assistance 

Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes 653-1494 - Information 
and referral; placement in safe house; criminal justice 
support/advocacy; emergency financial assistance; emergency 
legal advocacy; personal advocacy; transportation. 
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